
BMP: Vehicle and Equipment Cleaning VEC 
 
 
 

 

DDEESSCCRRIIPPTTIIOONN::  
Prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants to stormwater from vehicle and 
equipment washing and steam cleaning by using off-site facilities, washing in 
designated, contained areas only, eliminating discharges to the storm drain by 
infiltrating or recycling the wash water, and training employees and 
subcontractors. 

AAPPPPRROOAACCHH::  
► Use off-site commercial washing and steam cleaning businesses as much 

as possible. Washing vehicles and equipment outdoors or in areas where 
wash water flows onto paved surfaces or into drainage pathways can pollute 
stormwater. If you wash a large number of vehicles or pieces of equipment, 
consider conducting this work at an off-site commercial business. These 
businesses are better equipped to handle and dispose of the wash waters 
properly. Performing this work off-site can also be economical by eliminating 
the need for a separate washing operation at your site. 

► If washing must occur on-site, use designated, bermed wash areas to 
prevent wash water contact with stormwater, creeks, rivers, and other water 
bodies. The wash area can be sloped for wash water collection and 
subsequent infiltration into the ground. 

► Use as little water as possible to avoid having to install erosion and 
sediment controls for the wash area. Use phosphate-free biodegradable 
soaps. Educate employees and subcontractors on pollution prevention 
measures. Do not permit steam cleaning on-site. Steam cleaning can 
generate significant pollutant concentrations. 

LLIIMMIITTAATTIIOONNSS::  
► Even phosphate-free, biodegradable soaps have been shown to be toxic to 

fish before the soap degrades. 
► Sending vehicles/equipment off-site should be done in conjunction with 

Stabilized Construction Entrance. (See BMP in the Construction Section). 
► The measures outlined in this fact sheet are insufficient to address all the 

environmental impacts and compliance issues related to steam cleaning. 

MMAAIINNTTEENNAANNCCEE::  
► Minimal, some berm repair may be necessary. 

 

 
 

OOBBJJEECCTTIIVVEESS  
� Manufacturing 
� Material Handling 
� Vehicle Maintenance 
� Construction 
� Commercial Activities 
� Roadways 
� Waste Containment 
� Housekeeping Practices 

 
 
 
 

 

 

EENNGGIINNEEEERRIINNGG  DDEEPPAARRTTMMEENNTT  
2380 Washington Blvd., Suite 240 
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TTAARRGGEETTEEDD  PPOOLLLLUUTTAANNTTSS  
� Sediment 
� Nutrients 
� Heavy Metals 
� Toxic Materials 
� Oxygen Demanding Substance 
� Oil & Grease 
� Floatable Materials 
� Bacteria & Viruses 

 

� High Impact 
� Medium Impact 
� Low or Unknown Impact 

 
 

IIMMPPLLEEMMEENNTTAATTIIOONN  
RREEQQUUIIRREEMMEENNTTSS  

 
� Capital Costs 
� O&M Costs 
� Maintenance 
� Training 

 
� High 
� Medium 
� Low 

 

 


