BMP: Floatable Skimmers

DESCRIPTION:

Floatable skimmers are devices used to retain floating debris and oil in detention
areas. The floating debris and oil eventually sinks to the bottom of the detention

area and becomes part of the sediments or is removed from the surface through
regular maintenance.

The effect of floatable skimmers on water quality will depend upon the amount
and type of floating material transported by runoff. Typically, a well designed
floatable skimmer can trap virtually all floating debris that reaches it. In an area
with large amounts of floating leaves, trash or oil, this can provide significant
water quality benefits.

APPLICATION:
» Applicable in areas where detention basins are used.

INSTALLATION/APPLICATION CRITERIA:

» For structures with a weir outlet, a baffle weir should be used. It should be
located far enough upstream of the weir outlet to prevent high velocity flow

through it.
» Generally, it is best to keep velocities at the skimmer less than 1 foot per
second.
LIMITATIONS:

» Tend to clog with debris.

MAINTENANCE:

» Maintenance is very important for the proper function of a floatable skimmer.
After runoff events that transport large amounts of floating debris and trash,
the skimmer can become clogged with a mat of trapped material. This
debris must be removed promptly to maintain the capacity of the structure
for future storms.

CONSIDERATIONS

Soils

Area Required

Slope

Water Availability
Aesthetics

Hydraulic Head
Environmental Side Effects
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TARGETED POLLUTANTS

Sediment

Nutrients

Heavy Metals

Toxic Materials

Oxygen Demanding Substance
Oil & Grease

Floatable Materials

Bacteria & Viruses

High Impact
Medium Impact
Low or Unknown Impact
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IMPLEMENTATION
REQUIREMENTS

Capital Costs
O&M Costs
Maintenance
Training

High
Medium
Low
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