
BMP: Outdoor Container Storage of Liquids OCSL 
 
 
 
 

 

DDEESSCCRRIIPPTTIIOONN::  
Prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants to stormwater from outdoor 
container storage areas by installing safeguards against accidental releases, 
installing secondary containment, conducting regular inspections, and training 
employees in standard operating procedures and spill cleanup techniques. 

AAPPPPRROOAACCHH::  
Protect materials from rainfall, runon, runoff, and wind dispersal: 
► Store materials indoors. 
► Cover the storage area with roof. 
► Minimize stormwater runon by enclosing the area or building a berm around 

it. 
► Use a “doghouse” for storage of liquid containers. 
► Use covered dumpsters for waste product containers. 
 
Storage of oil and hazardous materials must meet specific federal and state 
standards including: 
► Secondary containment. 
► Integrity and leak detection monitoring. 
► Emergency preparedness plans. 
 
Train operator on proper storage. 
 
Safeguards against accidental releases: 
► Overflow protection devices to warn operator or automatic shut down 

transfer pumps, protection guards (bollards) around tanks and piping to 
prevent vehicle or forklift damage, clear tagging or labeling, and restricting 
access to valves to reduce human error. 

 
Berm or surround tank or container with secondary containment system: 
► Dikes, liners, vaults, or double walled tanks. 
 
Some municipalities require that secondary containment areas be connected to 
the sanitary sewer, prohibiting any hard connections to the storm drain. 

LLIIMMIITTAATTIIOONNSS::  
► Storage sheds often must meet building and fire code requirements. 

MMAAIINNTTEENNAANNCCEE::  
► Conduct routine weekly inspections. 

 

 
 

OOBBJJEECCTTIIVVEESS  
� Manufacturing 
� Material Handling 
� Vehicle Maintenance 
� Construction 
� Commercial Activities 
� Roadways 
� Waste Containment 
� Housekeeping Practices 

 
 
 
 

 

 

EENNGGIINNEEEERRIINNGG  DDEEPPAARRTTMMEENNTT  
2380 Washington Blvd., Suite 240 

Ogden, UT 84401 
(801) 399-8374 

 
 
 
 
 

TTAARRGGEETTEEDD  PPOOLLLLUUTTAANNTTSS  
� Sediment 
� Nutrients 
� Heavy Metals 
� Toxic Materials 
� Oxygen Demanding Substance 
� Oil & Grease 
� Floatable Materials 
� Bacteria & Viruses 

 

� High Impact 
� Medium Impact 
� Low or Unknown Impact 

 
 

IIMMPPLLEEMMEENNTTAATTIIOONN  
RREEQQUUIIRREEMMEENNTTSS  

 
� Capital Costs 
� O&M Costs 
� Maintenance 
� Training 

 
� High 
� Medium 
� Low 

 

 


